
   

 

TOWN OVERVIEW – GLASTONBURY 
 
Motorway   Nearest J23 M5 
OS grid ref  ST501390 
Population   8,932   
Post code  BA6 
Dialling Code  01458 
Local Authority Mendip 
UK Parliament  Wells 
EU Parliament  South West England 
MP   Tessa Munt (Lib Dem) 
 
Location 
Glastonbury is located 23 miles (37km) south of Bristol, situated at a dry point on the low 
lying Somerset Levels, on the northern side of the River Brue with the town of Street less 
than 1 mile (2km) to the south.  
 
What’s in a Name? 
The origin of the name Glastonbury is shrouded in mystery and legend. It was first recorded 
as a settlement called ‘Glestingaburg’ in the 7th century. The ‘burg’ element is Anglo Saxon 
and refers to a fortified place. However the Glestinga element is obscure; it may derive from 
a person or kindred group named Glast? 
 
History 
Glastonbury has been a settlement since the Iron and Bronze ages, and was the site of the 
coronation of Edmond Ironside as King of England in 1016.  
 
To the west of Glastonbury is one of the oldest roadways in the world called the ‘Sweet 
Track’ a wooden trackway built across the levels in 3806 BC. 
 
Myths & Legends 
Glastonbury has been described as a New Age community, and is notable for myths and 
legends often relating to Glastonbury Tor, Glastonbury Abbey, Joseph, the Holy Grail, King 
Arthur and the legendary isle of Avalon. 
 
Employers 
The Moreland Tannery covering some 31acres was once a major employer in the town, 
however this has largely been demolished in recent years and a modern business park built. 
The town supports many alternative and tourism shops. 
 
Festival 
Nearby is Worthy Farm, the site of the world famous Glastonbury Festival. It is is in fact 6 
miles outside of Glastonbury between the villages of Pilton and Pylle.  
 
Not a lot of people know that………. 
Glastonbury Festival is better known locally as the Pilton Pop Festival. 
 
 
 


